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LETTERS OF REV. THOMAS HALL. 

In the last issue of the Magazine was a short account of the Halls 
of Tacony, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania. John Hall 3 (born 1722; 
died 1798?) and Sarah Parry had a son, Rev. Thomas Hall, 4 who was a 
most interesting character. He was born in 1750. He took the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts at the College of Philadelphia in 1768 and Master 
of Arts in 1773. He appears to have taken orders in England and to have 
returned to America in 1774, not long before the Revolution, to take 
charge of an important parish in Virginia. He took an active part 
in the preliminary stages of the American Revolution. But his love 
for the British Union was too great for him to approve the actual seces- 
sion of the American Colonies. Before the close of the Revolution he 
left Virginia and never returned to America, although he never ceased 
protesting most ardent love for his native land, and in one of his letters 
confessed his mistake in not adopting the course pursued by it. He 
served for some time as minister of an important church at Bristol, Eng- 
land, and afterwards became Chaplain to the British colony at Leghorn 
and remained there until his death. His letters describing conditions in 
Italy during the Napoleonic wars are most interesting and are well worthy 
of publication. He was a well known art collector and dilettante. His 
descendants are still living in Florence, Italy. 

The Rev. Thomas Hall had a large acquaintance in Virginia, and 
several members of his family and the Maryland family of Halls went to 
Virginia probably induced by him. Among these were his first cousins, 
Dr. Jacob Hall, 4 * son of Jacob 3 and Mary (Parry) Hall, who was tutor 
in the family of Gen. Thomas Nelson, and afterwards, although he always 
remained an ardent Episcopalian, was the President of the first Methodist 
College — Cokesbury College in Maryland, named after the two Methodist 
Bishops, Coke and Asbury ; Dr. Elisha Hall, of Fredericksburg, who married 
Caroline Carter, daughter of Charles Carter, of Cleves; Elihu Hall, who 

* See biographical sketch of Dr. Jacob Hall in Maryland Historical 
Magazine, Vol. VIII., p. 217-235. 
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married Mildred Ball, of Virginia, and lived in Cecil County, Maryland, 
and later in Richmond County, Virginia; and Dr. John Hall, who pra; 
tised in Virginia for a while and served as surgeon on Washington's 
staff. The three last named were sons of Elisha Hall, of Maryland, and 
his wife, Ruth Hall, 8 of the Tacony family. 

In Tassenari's History of the English Church in Florence, we are 
told of a singular act of bravery on the part of Rev. Thomas Hall. When 
Napoleon marched upon Leghorn in 1803, the English residents, taking 
as much of their property as they could, sailed away, with few exceptions. 
Napoleon who intended their arrest was greatly disappointed, and it is 
said that he entertained the barbarous idea of destroying the English 
cemetery. But when Mr. Hall declared that only over his dead body 
should the cemetery be entered, he desisted. Napoleon pointing to the 
cemetery is reported to have said : "Voila ces fiers insulaines, fiers meme 
dans la mort." 

Mr. Hall died at Leghorn April 12, 1825. He was a kinsman of the 
celebrated Dr. Rush, and there are in the Ridgeway Library in Phila- 
delphia some forty letters from Mr. Hall to Dr. Rush containing very 
interesting information. For a copy of those letters printed below, the 
Editor is indebted to Dr. J. Hall Pleasants, of Baltimore : 

Bristol 

June 28 th 1783. 
Doctor Rush 
My dear Friend & Kinsman, 

To have suffered an unhappy difference in political opinions, 
or an absence of seven years, to prejudice you against me, who 
have been a long time accustomed to regard you as a Pole-star 
in our Family, would have strongly militated against the high 
idea, that the literary world at large, as well as every individual 
that has the honor to be rank'd in the number of your acquaint- 
ance, had justly entertained of your extensive abilities, liberal 
sentiments, & knowledge of the human heart. Were all my 
Country-men of similar Characters, the necessity of making an 
apology for my conduct, would have been superseded ; — but as 
I too well know, that littleness of soul & barrenness of sense & 
sentiment, mark many Characters amongst you, it may not be 
amiss to sketch out, not only my motives for taking the part I did, 
but my subsequent conduct. — Being born a freeman I claimed the 
sacred privilege of thinking & judging for myself — The original 
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contest certainly was — whether the Americans would submit to be 
taxed like slaves, or act like Freemen, in ascertaining their rights ; 
— and as far, & as long — as the latter was the sole object of my 
Countrymen — I went with them ; — but when it appeared to me 
that the contest was changed from the original ground — to — 
Who should rule & govern? — and who submit & serve? whether 
this form of government, or that was best? When restless ambi- 
tion & a desire of change, appeared to have taken full possession 
of those bosoms, which at first swelled with Patriotism, & glowed 
with an honest zeal for the public good; — I confess I made a 
pause, & at length determined that I would have nothing to do 
in effecting a revolution, which I conceived to be pregnant with 
the most direful ills ; but at the same time, resolved never to op- 
pose directly or indirectly, the general pursuit; to which, I can 
say with safety I have scrupulously adhered, both before, & 
since my leaving America — so far have I been from taking a de- 
cided part, w l the British Government — that I have never even 
applyed or received — one single farthing — from the Government 
— nor ever intended — tho' frequently urged both by necessity — 
& the intreaties of my friends. — To my right or private judg- 
ment, you will readily grant your suffrage, — but that — that Judg- 
ment was wrong, — I am free to acknowledge: Towards making 
some attonement for my error, my conduct towards my Country- 
men, my attention to them, my readiness at all times to serve 
them, to relieve them from difficulties, or administer to their 
necessities, wheresoever I meet them in my travels, will I flatter 
myself bear ample testimony in my favor. I beg your pardon for 
troubling you so much, about that which may be of no conse- 
quence — viz. what I did or thought ; — But it is no small relief to 
me, thus to unbosom myself to a man whom I love & esteem. 
I have written to you & to many of my Philadelphia Relations 
& Friends very frequently ; from most of the places of Conse- 
quence, through which I have rambled — & am grieved to find 
that not a single letter has been fortunate enough to reach you, 
or any of them ; nearly the same fate, yours & theirs have met 
with, in endeavouring to reach me — two only from you, & one 
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from my Sister Molly, came to hand ; save those which were de- 
livered me by our truly amiable Country-man M r Hallf — I am 
much obliged to you for bringing me acquainted with a Young 
Gentleman, w' such sweet easy manners & disposition, & so culti- 
vated & improved a mind. — M r Grenville Sharp has introduced 
& recommended him to the particular care & attention of a M r 
Baynham, Surg" an American, of Distinguish 4 merit, with whom 
I am in the greatest habit of Friendship — This Gentleman has 
placed him in the most commodious situation for walking the 
Hospitals ; and as I have left London to reside in Bristol, he has 
promised me, on that account, to pay double attention to our 
Country-man. Your solicitations, in your last & former letters, 
for my return to my Native Country — I take as the plainest tokens 
of your unalterable attachment, & benevolent disposition, towards 
every branch of your family — In how many instances, your good- 
ness & generosity has appear'd, — With what pleasure could I 
mention ; — did I not hazzard the wounding your delicacy, by giv- 
ing way to my own feelings. At present I am not competent to 
judge — what plan I ought to pursue. — the Chaplaincy to the 
British factory of Leghorn is vacant, & I have been for some time 
past soliciting it of the several members residing at Leghorn; — 
it is a place of considerable emolument & a post of honour : — I 
at present receive one hundred pounds Ster. g. p. r an. for acting 
as an Executor to a considerable estate, of an American, whom I 
accompanied to Lisbon, on our way to Virginia — Besides this, I 
officiate as a Curate in one of the principal Churches in Bristol. 
These then are the prospects on one hand. — On the other — the 
heart-felt satisfaction of once more embracing my dear Relatives 
& Fiiends, & contributing to the prosperity of that Land that 
gave me birth, are & will ever be powerful motives to urge my 
return — Interest draws me one way — affection — another. I hope 
in a short time to be able to resolve you. My duty to Aunt 
Morris* — best respects to your Lady, Brother, & Sisters. Y r8 

T. Hall. 

tThis is Dr. James Hall (1762-1793), of the Maryland family of 
Hall, who was at one time a partner of Benjamin Rush but later moved to 
Georgia. 

* "Aunt Morris" was Susanna Hall, 3 mother of Benjamin Rush, who 
married as her third husband Richard Morris. 
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Leghorn, Jan y 30th 1784. 
Dear Kinsman, 

On the 12th of Octob r I left London, and after a very agree- 
able Journey of six weeks I arrived at Leghorn. The route I 
took was through Paris, Lyons, Chamberi in Savoy, Turin & 
Genoa — whatever merited attention I did not overlook — In cross- 
ing the Alps, particularly Mount Senis, I suffered extremely — 
it snow'd, hailed, rained & blow'd alternately as If Satan himself 
had been indeed permitted this day to have been Prince of the air 
— Never did any poor mortal feel more sensibly the effects of 
cold, — for seven hours, which is the usual time spent in passing 
it : — In ascending & descending this mountain one experiences 
alternately the four seasons of the year. — To give you even a 
sketch of my travels would savour too much of vanity, when so 
many & such excellent Writers have favoured the world with 
their labours — I am extremely delighted with my situation. — I 
have been receiv'd with every mark of politeness & attention, by 
every person of distinction in this City, exclusive of those of the 
Factory which consists of French, German, & Genevereens, as 
well as English, Scotch, & Irish Protestants. There is nothing 
that I have any reason to apprehend can in the least disturb my 
quiet, but what would naturally arise from the little jealousies of 
many Individuals, that more attention may be paid to one than 
another ; — like all other trading towns, this abounds in parties ; — ■ 
but so well acquainted as I am with mankind, & so much accus- 
tomed to the art of pleasing (so essentially necessary to a quiet & 
secure passage through life), that I flatter myself I shall succeed 
in giving satisfaction to all — The factory have found me a house, 
which I have fitted up in a genteel manner at a small expense — 
My salary is one hundred & thirty pounds sterling exclusive of 
perquisites — I am never permitted to dine at home, so that my 
table costs me nothing, I keep one Servant — 1 took the liberty of 
introducing to you Mr. & Mrs. Verdon, & Mrs. Guse, who have 
lately form*d a house in your City, & hope they will prove agree- 
able acquaintances — My Father, Brothers & Sisters, I flatter my- 
self were pleased with the trifling presents I sent them. — ■ 
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josephf I hope will make a valuable man. But if he neglects his 
business, misspends his time, & becomes an Idle vulgar fellow, 
I have assured him I will have nothing to say to him — If on the 
contrary his conduct is such as you approve of — I will grant all 
the assistance to him in my power — a language I hope not incom- 
patible w' either friendship or affection — 

My Respec 3 to M rs Rush, Aunt & Cousins — 
Y r Friend & Kins' 1 

Tho 3 Hall- 
Leghorn, Decern 1 ' 16th, 1788. 
Dear Kinsman — 

My last letter to you, written some time in the summer, will, 
I natter myself, convince you, that I am sensible of my error in 
supposing that you had neglected me. But is it not astonishing, 
that in the course of five years, only one, of your letters, dated 
July 28. ult m ° should come to hand — It would have been no small 
treat to me to have receiv'd your pamphlets which have done you 
so much honor, & your Country so much good. I have just written 
to London for some late publications amongst which are included 
those of D r Rush, which will supersede the necessity of forward- 
ing them from America. — Permit me to congratulate you, & every 
other well-wishes to his Country, on the final establishment of 
your federal Government — The task was arduous, — the labor 
great, — & your success has crown'd your wishes. And further- 
more to rejoice with you & your amiable Lady in Your pleasing 
prospect, of transmitting not only your names to posterity, but 
also your selves in that of your children — which may with pro- 
priety be considered as a continuation of the Parent's existence, 
& that they may be a comfort & consolation to you both when in 
years, & an honor & blessing to their country & Relatives is the 
ardent wish of one who is ever mindful of the one as well as the 
other, tho' in all probability, in this life, separated from both : — 
neither distance nor time itself, I fondly hope, will ever erase 
from my mind, the many cheerful days, the many important ser- 

t His brother, Joseph Hall, in 1786 with John Scull founded the 
Pittsburg Gazette. 
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vices — I have receiv'd from the one, & enjoyed in the other — I 
have, thanks to the Good Being who has hitherto assisted & pro- 
tected me, every thing that a moderate man ought to desire — an 
amiable companion, a sweet little Child, & easy circummstances : — 
I have a well chosen library of near a thousand volumes of the 
most valuable books, in all the modern languages as well as the 
ancient — which can be of use, or delight — In short, I may safely 
say, That if I am not happy, I am ungrateful — In my last I gave 
you a small sketch of politics — Which I see no reason, for con- 
tradicting — It is reported the Grand Seigneur is dead — but this I 
believe will not repress the ardour of the Turk — Prussia is mak- 
ing great preparations to oppose the Russians in their preten- 
sions in Poland — but Russia must yield — & be compelled to make 
peace also w* Sweden if She has a wish to make any further im- 
pression on the Turk. — 

My best respects to your Lady & family — 

Yours very sincerely, Thomas Hall 

Leghorn, Feb. 28, 1789. 
. . . In my last, some two or three months ago — I gave you 
a succint account of everything relating to me & my little family ; 
but less that may not reach yon, I shall say in a few words, that 
my dear Maria Ann renders me as happy as I Could wish — 
With economy we have been enabled to live comfortably, & lay 
by sufficient to furnish our house neatly & prettily, & moreover 
to purchase a choice collection of books, in whose society I spend 
the principal part of my time. My dear little Girl grows finely 
& promises well — She runs about & amuses me with her prattle. 
Should our Kinsman D r Elisha Hall * ever mentioned to you 
that I have not answered his letter that he has written to me — 
tc suspend the prosecution of him on his bond — My answer is — 
he had of me a great deal of very valuable property, which I 
know he afterwards sold for a considerable profit — & I could 
not reply to his letter, without doing violence to my feelings on 
the one hand, or manifestly injuring my family on the other. I 
left property in Virginia to the Am' of £1000 Ster 1 — & debts to 

*Dr. Elisha Hall, of Fredericksburg, Va. 
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the am 1 of £100 & odd Ster 1 — & tho' the bonds are due with more 
t'-'an ten years interest — I should have been contented that there 
had been enough collected only to pay what I owed. But so far 
from that I have been reduced to the necessity of remitting £100 
Ster 1 to Virginia this last year to pay what I owed; — being re- 
solved to act justly by others, tho' I meet with nothing but in- 
gratitude & injustice in return. . . . 

Leghorn, Aug. ye 1, 1802. 
. . . I have by this convoy sent to the historical Society of 
Boston a most valuable present — of two Etruscan stone coffins 
at least 3000 years old — of most curious structure, — & one of 
them with various figures in the true Grecian style — in basso- 
relieve, representing some very remarkable fact — which I have 
not hitherto been able to ascertain — & have therefore only at- 
tempted to give my opinion on it. It gives me pain that my 
native City should remain so perfectly indifferent about acquisi- 
tions of so great value — & which I have offered myself so re- 
peatedly to be the humble instrument of procuring for them, with- 
out other reward than the pleaure of serving them. To my no 
small regret I am well informed that the various articles with 
which through your medium I have enriched Peal's museum, are 
but little attended to, — & I must add that the Proprietor has 
never had the civility to thank me for them ... I laboured 
for years to make my fellow Citizens rich by a valuable collection 
of natural history, at only the small price of two hundred dol- 
lars, — which they rejected — & which I sold for three times the 
sum. I then undertook a Herculean task of full seven years toil 
in forming a series of the most valuable monuments of antiquity 
in gold, silver, & copper medals — which they rejected at the 
inconsiderable price of one hundred & fifty pounds sterling — for 
which I got double the sum. I have since formed a collection 
of still greater value — together — with ancient cameos — for which 
I expect an answer from the Society of Boston, of which 1 am 
a member. . . . 

P. S. — I have made a collection within the last eighteen 
months of about 150 most valuable paintings — by the most cele- 
brated artists — at a very small price. 
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My dear Kinsman — 

Your happy invention of the dialogue brought you to my 
arms, and after the most tender effusion of tears of joy, I con- 
signed you alternately to my dear Maria Anne, my daughter Jane, 
& to my sons Horace & Tom ; — ... 

Twenty-six long years have elapsed since our last meeting 
. . . My Sisters McConnell & Fullerton have sent me your por- 
trait, which to me was a most acceptable present, & from it I can 
form A tolerable adequate idea of the change that years, fatigue & 
sickness have occasioned in your person — but the difference is 
trifling in comparison with that which you would find in your 
kinsman T — Hall — who is now in his fifty-second year — & in the 
opinion of the Messrs. Dugen . . . appears older than Dr. 
Rush; I am happy notwithstanding to be able to assure you that 
scarcely in any respect do I find a difference in the whole machine 
since my leaving America (my eyesight only excepted) either in 
agility or activity of body or mind. The poring over old rusty 
coins for the last fifteen years of my life with indefatigable atten- 
tion has so much weakened my vision as to render spectacles ab- 
solutely necessary. . . . 

The loss, which you mention in your last letter, that you had 
suffered by the paper money in your exertions to effect a final 
separation of the United States from Great Britain, I was a 
total stranger to, — but you have enjoyed at least the pleasing 
satisfaction of having obtained your favorite object. I lost, on 
this occasion, an excellent Benefice in Virginia worth at least 
£300 Sterling per annum — & all my lands, negroes, household 
furniture, cattle, besides an excellent library of books, which I 
had by my own indefatigable industry acquired ; — The former, 
in consequence of the declaration of independence, the latter from 
the depreciation of paper money, & the want of common honesty 
in those to whom I disposed of my property, — to redeem their 
bonds, which my agent in Virginia has been endeavouring to ef- 
fect for more than twenty years, to no purpose. . . . My 
dear Kinsman my distresses & struggles in adversity began at a 
very early period in my life, in consequence of my Fathers mis- 
fortunes, when 1 was left without money or friends, to bear my 
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expenses at College — but my own industry & good conduct car- 
ried me through; — & by the protection of a good & wise Provi- 
dence, in a few years I was enabled to assist my own family, & 
make a handsome provision, as I then flattered myself, for life ; 
although here I was mistaken. After I had left America, I was 
again thrown upon the great stage of the world without the 
means of a decent subsistence, & having exhausted nearly my 
little all, I was driven by distress like a poor pilgrim, on foot, 
to wander over the scraggy hills of Scotland & Ireland, fre- 
quently the bare earth my bed & my scanty food a crust of bread 
& herbs. Yet I can declare with truth, that even when reduced 
to my last sixpence, I did not even then utter a murmur or com- 
plaint against the Supreme Disposer of all things — still comfort- 
ing myself that something would turn up in my favor: & rather 
than to have solicited assistance from any living Creature, I had 
fully made up my mind in hiring myself as a common labourer on 
some farm. When on a sudden, a bright ray of hope broke in 
upon my gloomy prospects, & in a short time, Heaven granted me 
relief, — and from that time to the present, full twenty years, has 
continued to shower down its blessings on me & my family with- 
out the least intermission. About twelve months ago indeed I 
was in the most perilous situation — occasioned by my too great 
& too generous endeavours to sustain the house of my Father 
& Brother in law — but thanks to that beneficent hand above, which 
has so long protected and supported me — I am still firm on my 
feet again ; by taking possession of the furniture — goods in the 
warehouse, plate, jewels &c &c. I am nearly covered. I shall 
lose a few hundred dollars instead of as many thousands. How- 
ever one inconvenience attends it, — formerly, I had my money at 
interest, I have now effects which can produce me nothing until 
I find a favorable opportunity to dispose of them. 

You observe that you have been always led from your situa- 
tion in life to live expensively, tho' not extravagantly: — This is 
a common malady in our family — as I never knew one of them 
who was not most hospitable disposed: — It is exactly my case, 
from my first setting out in life even to the present day : In Vir- 
ginia I kept an excellent table & a house always open to my 
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friends & neighbours : — In Leghorn, from my station as Chaplain, 
not only to the English nation, but also to the French & Swiss 
protestants, I am unavoidably brought into a very numerous & 
extensive acquaintance with foreigners from every quarter, who 
take Leghorn in their way through Italy: And add to this my 
being born an American, & I flatter myself beloved by my country- 
men, brings with it no trifling expence: — From Boston to South 
Carolina, scarcely a vessel arrives at this Port, throughout the 
course of the year, that does not bring me a letter of introduction 
from some friend whom I have known personally, or from some 
one to whom I have paid attention here. — Should the matter be- 
come serious — I must apply to my friend Jefferson as President — 
to allow me a fixt salary to support my table: — Jesting apart, — 
I can assure you, my dear Kinsman, that notwithstanding my ex- 
pences, (everything included) amount yearly to full fifteen hun- 
dred dollars, Yet, so handsome is my income — I have a surplus 
of full five hundred dollars at the close of each year : — In case 
of my death I have not failed to make provision for my excellent 
Wife: — As to my children — my Eldest Daughter, who is now in 
her sixteenth year & has finished her education, naturally will 
require that I should put by something for her : — As to the Boys — 
I shall spare no money in completing their studies. — & then shall 
let them shift for themselves as their Father did before them : — 
Horace is destined to succeed me — and a very eligible situation it 
will be for him: He is now entering on his thirteenth year — 
speaks & writes correctly the English, French, & Italian lan- 
guages — is tolerably well grounded in the Latin authors: His- 
tory, geography, chronology & arithmetic are very familiar to 
him; he writes an excellent hand, & dances with so much ease 
& elegance that he may — if everything else should fail him — get 
his bread as a Dancing Master: — as an Usher under me in my 
public Protestant school (which I have lately established at 
Leghorn) he is already very useful — and I allow him something 
clever every month to excite him to be industrious : — Even little 
Tom whom I intend for a merchant, affords me no little help with 
the younger fry, although he is only seven years & eight months 
old. . . . Leghorn, Nov. ye 27th, 1802. 
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My dear Doctor Rush, 

As I prize the opinion of my valuable young friends & kins- 
men, John & Richard,* I am anxious to remove from their minds 
a prejudice, which if once taken root, might be difficult to effect, 
viz : that of considering me as a Royalist, & of course not a citi- 
zen of the Ujnited States : — What has led them into this error is 
an observation you made in your last beautiful dialogue. — It is 
well known in Virginia, where I then resided, that at the com- 
mencement of the dispute between Great-Britain & what was 
then called the Colonies, I took a very active part, as being per- 
fectly persuaded of the injustice & tyranny of the one and of the 
indisputable right of the other, with their charters in their hands 
to insist that they should not be violated : — But as soon as I was 
convinced of the drift of many of the leading men throughout the 
different States tended to a total separation from the Mother- 
Country, I changed my ground, & most ardently wished that so 
hazardous a step might not be taken in so early a period — in the 
very infancy of a rising people : And in this I was not singular, 
— as the Representatives of all the States in Congress decided the 
matter, only by a very small majority: — Of course the minority 
submitted, & with them I took the oath of allegiance & fidelity to 
the United States, as will appear from the Virginia records: — 
In consequence of this change, I lost per an. 18000 w l of tobacco 
brought to my door, & all that I had in return for my labours for 
two years after as minister of the Parish (being paid in paper 
money raised by voluntary subscription) amounted in all — when 
realized to about fifty dollars in silver, which I was with no small 
difficulty able to procure: — With such a prospect before me, I de- 
termined to quit the ministry — and to turn my thoughts to the 
medical line : — And with this view I sold all my possessions in Vir- 
ginia to be paid with interest at a future day; — (but alas that day 
has not yet — & I fear never will arrive, as it is the interest of all 
not to pay the principal — and the principle of all not to pay the in- 
terest) and accepted of an offer which was made me by a member 
of Congress to act as Governor to his son, at the University of 
Leyden with an appointment of £150 Sterg per an. After 12 

* Sons of Benjamin Rush. 
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months my pupil left me, & could by no arguments be prevailed 
on to return to his studies, so that I was under the necessity of 
consenting to his returning to America; & now, cut off from all 
supplies, in order to procure a bare subsistence, I found myself 
obliged to solict a curacy in England where I resided until Great- 
Britain acknowledged the independency of the United States— 
& had I at that period been residing in America, I must of course 
have been included in the number of those who were declared by 
Great Britain as free & independent Citizens. — To what country 
do I then belong, you may ask? — I answer I am a Subject of 
Great Britain, & at the same time a Citizen of the United States 
of America to whom I have sworn to be faithful, & I much doubt 
whether there be many in the number who more ardently desire 
the welfare & prosperity of my Country-men, than myself. . . . 
Hence it is evident, that although I am a British subject, still 1 
have a right to my citizenship of the United States of America. — 
Should it be demanded if my Children are entitled to this privi- 
lege, I readily answer, they are not; — but they may some future 
day become so. . . . 
Leghorn, Jan. 13, 1804. 

Leghorn, Aug. 7th, 1805. 
. . . My dear Friend, your last kind, affectionate letter was 
a cordial to my heart. Is it possible that the learned, the worthy 
Bishop White should after so long an interval of time, recollect 
one who can have nothing to recommend him to his notice, but 
the having been at College together? Does this excellent man 
condescend to interest himself in my behalf, & promise me his 
patronage, should I return to the place of my nativity? Let me 
beseech you to return him my sincerest thanks for his kind 
benevolent intentions, & to beg that if I can in any measure, be 
of the smallest utility to him in this part of the world, that he 
will honor me with his commands. — For the present, I think it 
prudent to remain quietly at my post, for what ever may be the 
will of Providence in the future arrangements, changes, &c. &c. 
of this country, I flatter myself — there is secured for me, a suf- 
ficiency to live with economy — & I ask no more. Besides in 
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America, I should not be able to dispose of my valuable collec- 
tion of the finest pictures by the most celebrated masters, — to 
the amount of near two hundred — which have been estimated 
here by the ablest judges at 15000 dollars (even in the present 
time) And should peace take place they may bring me much 
more : — Add to these, my cabinet of Antiques — amongst which 
are gold, silver & copper medals, for which I have been lately of- 
fered, by a Prince of the German Empire (whose polite letter 
I have now on the table) the sum of 400 guineas — but my price 
is 500. — I have besides cameos, intaglios, mosaics, &c. &c. of great 
value — all which will command a ready sale — as soon as the great 
contending powers shall have united in stopping the unbounded 
ambition of Neapoleon . . . 



LETTER FROM JACOB HALL, JR.,* TO MRS. HANNAH NICE 
(ABOUT 1775-1776). 

(Original MSS. in the possession of Mrs. William Emlen Studdiford, 

Great Granddaughter of Parry Hall, 124 E. 36th St., New 

York, 1912.) 

Dear Sister, 

I hope you will pardon my not writing by Parson Hallf — I had actually 
wrote a letter, but as we live at some Distance apart he could not get it 
before he entered on his journey. I was the less uneasy as I expected you 
would hear from him a very particular History of me; but it seems his 
business would not permit him to take a Ride to Nicetown. Therefore I 
will do it for him. I have been going to and fro in the Earth, ever since 
I left Home, not seeking whom but what I might devour, that is endeavor- 
ing to get Bread w ch is as much as can fall to the Lot of any man in this 
Iron Age, for Peace he cannot have. I am now living with Col Tom 
Nelson, one of the Delegates of the Congress, a gentleman of the first 
Fortune and Interest in this Colony. He allows io£ a piece for each of 

* This is Dr. Jacob Hall, 4 already referred to, who was afterwards 
President of Cokesbury College. See Maryland Historical Magazine. 
Vol. VIII., p. 217-235. Mrs. Hannah Nice was his sister, who became 
the wife of George Nice, of Nicetown, Philadelphia County, Penn. The 
letter was probably written in the autumn of 1775. 

t This, of course, was the Rev. Thomas Hall. 



